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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PDEVUKRH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: REACTION TO CASE/JAVITS 

1 . FCO HAS PASSED TO US A CABLE FROM FRASER WILSON AT 
MIRIMBA HOUSE IN SALISBURY ON THE REACTION IN RHODESIA 
TO THE SENATE VOTE ON THE CASE/JAVITS AMENDMENT. 

FOLLOWING CONVERSATIONS WITH SAVORY AND REYNOLDS OF THE 
NUF, WILSON REPORTS THAT THE OFFICIALLY CONTROLLED 
RHODESIAN MEDIA HAS DISTORTED THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
VOTE; HE SUGGESTS A HIGH-LEVEL CLARIFYING STATEMENT TO 
SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT. REMARKS BY A SENIOR OFFICIAL 
WOULD BE CORRECTLY REPORTED IN RHODESIA, WILSON SAYS. 

2. IN PASSING MESSAGE, FCO (LAVER AND SPENCER) TOLD 
EMBASSY OFFICER THAT A STATEMENT BY OWEN WOULD BE IN- 
APPROPRIATE BUT SECRETARY VANCE MAY WANT TO TAKE AN 
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OPPORTUNITY TO DESCRIBE PUBLICLY THE IMPORT OF THE 
SENATE VOTE. 

3. COMMENT: TOO MUCH TIME MAY HAVE PASSED FOR THE 
SECRETARY TO MAKE A STATEMENT ON CASE/JAVITS, BUT 
AMBASSADOR LOW MAY BE ABLE TO CORRECT SOME OF THE 
MISIMPRESSIONS WHEN HE ARRIVES IN SALISBURY. 
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4. BEGIN TEXT OF MIRIMBA 312: ALLAN SAVORY AND LANCE 
REYNOLDS OF THE NATIONAL UNIFYING FRONT (NUF) CAME TO 
SEE ME ON SATURDAY TO EXPRESS THEIR CONCERN OVER THE 
MISREPRESENTATION IN THE RHODESIAN NEWS MEDIA OF THE 
RESULT OF THE US SENATE VOTE ON SANCTIONS. THEY SAID 
THEY WERE DISTURBED THAT IT WAS BEING MADE TO APPEAR A 
VICTORY FOR THE TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT. THE NUF HAD 
ISSUED A STATEMENT POINTING OUT THAT IT HAD BEEN MADE 
CLEAR THAT THERE WOULD BE NO REDUCTION OF PRESSURE 
THROUGH THE LIFTING OF SANCTIONS UNTIL THERE WAS A 
SOLUTION WHICH CAME THROUGH A CONFERENCE WHICH IN- 
CLUDED THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. THIS STATEMENT WAS CARRIED 
IN A FOUR PARAGRAPH REPORT ON PAGE 7 OF THE RHODESIA 
HERALD AND WAS. THEY BELIEVE, NOT, THEREFORE, BROUGHT 
TO THE ATTENTION OF MOST WHITE RHODESIANS. 

SAVORY STRESSED THAT THE MEDIA IN RHODESIA IS SO 
CONTROLLED THAT ANY INTERPRETATION OF THE SENATE VOTE 
CONTRARY TO THE "AUTHORIZED VERSION" WOULD BE SIMILARLY 
SUPPRESSED UNLESS IT CAME FROM YOU OR MR. VANCE. HE 
BELIEVED THAT WHITE OPINION WAS BEING DIVERTED FROM THE 
NEED FOR AN ALL PARTY CONFERENCE BY ASSURANCES THAT THE 
TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT WILL EVENTUALLY BE RECOGNIZED. 
HE CLAIMED THAT THE RHODESIA HERALD HAS ALWAYS CARRIED 
ACCURATE FRONT PAGE REPORTS ON ANYTHING YOU OR MR. 
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VANCE HAS SAID. THUS IT COULD ENORMOUSLY INFLUENCE 
WHITE OPINION IF EITHER OF YOU STATED THE TRUE OUTCOME 
OF THE SENATE VOTE AND THE DANGERS INHERENT IN REFUSING 
ALL PARTY TALKS. HE HOPED SUCH A STATEMENT MIGHT BE 
FORTHCOMING IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
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THEY SAID THAT WHITES WERE BEING PERSUADED NOT TO 
CRITICIZE THE TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT BY BEING TOLD: 
FIRST, THAT A CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT IN BRITAIN WOULD 
RECOGNIZE THE TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT, THEN THAT THE 
US SENATE WOULD LIFT SANCTIONS NOW THAT SECRET TALKS 
WERE BEING HELD (SIC). THUS THEY MUST NOT ROCK THE 
BOAT. IN THIS WAY THE TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT COULD 
CONTINUE ITS PROGRESS WITHOUT ANY EFFECTIVE OPPOSITION. 

COMMENT: THE LOCAL MEDIA HAS INDEED PLAYED DOWN 
SOME OF THE ASPECTS OF THE SENATE VOTE AND HAS 
DESCRIBED IT AS A SIGN OF INCREASING SUPPORT FOR THE 
TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT. (THURSDAY'S RHODESIA HERALD 
CARRIED THE HEADLINE, "US SENATE TO LIFT BAN IF 
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PROGRESS IS MADE"). THIS LINE APPEARS TO RESULT FROM 
A GOVERNMENT DIRECTIVE SINCE THE INITIAL REPORT ON RBC 
WAS A FACTUAL ONE SAYING THAT THE DECISION HAD BEEN 
NOT TO LIFT SANCTIONS. THE NEXT NEWS BULLETIN, THREE 
HOURS LATER, CARRIED A REPORT SLANTED TO THE VIEW THAT 
THIS WAS IN FACT MORE OF A VICTORY THAN OF A DEFEAT. 
WHITES APPEAR TO BE VERY CONFUSED AT THE MOMENT BUT 
THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT SOME ARE BEGINNING ONCE AGAIN 
TO BELIEVE THAT THE TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT COULD WIN 
THROUGH. END TEXT 
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